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UNCLAS STATE 170188 

TOKYO - FOR REGIONAL FISHERIES ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE FISH OIL AND FISH MEAL EXPORTS 

1 . THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, 

COMMERCE HAS RECEIVED URGENT REQUEST FROM THE NATIONAL 
FISH MEAL AND OIL ASSOCIATION TO OBTAIN CURRENT 
INFORMATION ON INTERNATIONAL FISH OIL AND FISH MEAL 
TRADE. 

2. IN 1977 JAPAN EXPORTED 106,130 MT OF FISH OIL 
(JAPAN EXPORTS AND IMPORTS, '77.12, CODE 15.04-200) 
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TO ALL COUNTRIES, OF WHICH 93 PERCENT WENT TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER IN ROTTERDAM, 

NETHERLANDS. 

3. FOR PERIOD JAN.-MARCH, 1978, JAPAN EXPORTED 
35,473 MT, MOSTLY TO THE NETHERLANDS. THE FIGURE 
FOR THE SAME PERIOD IN 1977 WAS 14,292 MT AND MOSTLY 
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TO THE NETHERLANDS. EXPORTS TO THE ROK ARE ALSO 
INCREASING. 

FYI ONLY - 4. FISH MEAL AND OIL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
HAVE INFORMATION THAT ADVANCE SALES CONTRACTS FOR 

JAPANESE EXPORTS OF FISH OIL FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS 
OF 1978 ARE ALSO "CONSIDERABLY LARGER" THAN LAST YEAR. 

5. NMFS UNDERSTANDS THAT THE MAJOR REASON FOR LARGER 
1978 EXPORTS OF FISH OIL (AND OF COURSE FISH MEAL) 

IS THE INCREASED EFFORT IN THE JAPANESE SARDINE 
FISHERY. COULD RFA DISCREETLY DETERMINE HOW MUCH 
GREATER IS THE JAPANESE SARDINE FISHING EFFORT THIS 
YEAR? ALSO, WHAT IS THE EXPECTED JAPANESE SARDINE 
CATCH AND PRODUCTION OF FISH MEAL AND OIL FOR 1978? 
COMPARISON WITH 1977 IS DESIRED. 

NMFS BELIEVES THAT IT MAY BE IMPORTANT TO KNOW HOW 
MANY NEW VESSELS HAVE ENTERED THE SARDINE FISHERY 
AND IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY ADDED FISH MEAL AND OIL 
PROCESSING CAPACITY AS THIS MAY INDICATE THE EFFORT 
AND EXPORT CAPABILITIES IN YEARS TO COME. IF 
POSSIBLE, FORCASTS FOR 1979 AND BEYOND ARE ALSO 
DESIRED. FINALLY, WHAT ADDITIONAL SHARE OF THE FISH 
MEAL AND OIL MARKET HAVE THE JAPANESE SECURED IN 
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ROK AND OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES IN 1978? 

6. RFA'S EFFORTS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. VANCE 
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